
Ready, set, spot!
A plane spotting guide for aviation fans of all ages
Here are some handy tips to help you spot our fleet. 
Take a look at the wheels, wings, and tail, and you’ll 
soon be plane spotting like a pro.

Yes I’ve 
seen this one!

Where:

When:If it has a wedge-shaped tail, it’s a Boeing 777
The Boeing 777 is the biggest aircraft in Air New 
Zealand’s fleet, used for international flights. 
Apart from its size, you can tell it from the tail – 
it has a wedge-shaped tip.
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If it has a tail cone, it’s a Boeing 787-9
The Boeing 787-9, also known as the 
Dreamliner, is one of the aircraft types 
used for Air New Zealand’s international 
flights. It has a curvy wing, and a cone-
shaped tip on the tail.
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If it has fins, it’s an Airbus A320 or A321
The Airbus is the jet you’ll probably spot most 
overhead, flying in New Zealand and to destinations 
like Australia and the Pacific Islands. Take a look at 
the edges of the wings – if it has ‘fins’ on the edge 
of the wing, it’s an Airbus A320 or A321. The proper 
name for the fins is ‘sharklets’.
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If the wheels are in the body, it’s an ATR
This type of aircraft is known as a 
turboprop, and has propellers. ATRs fly on 
many of our domestic routes. Look out for 
the landing gear tucked in the body of the 
plane (the fuselage). You can see the bulges 
where it goes.
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If the wheels are in the wings, it’s a Q300
This is the smallest aircraft in our fleet. It is also a 
turbopop, and its propellers and landing gear are 
both on the wings.
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Bonus points if you spot a plane 
with our black livery!
Could you tell what aircraft it was?

Aircraft type:

Yes I’ve 
seen this one!

Where:

When:

Yes I’ve 
seen this one!

Where:

When:

Wedge-shaped tail

Cone-shaped tail

Fin-shaped wing tips

Yes I’ve 
seen this one!

Where:

When:

Wheels are stowed in the plane’s body

Yes I’ve 
seen this one!

Where:

When:

Yes I’ve 
seen this one!

Where:

When:

Wheels are stowed in the plane’s wings


